KIM PLEWES – Introduction

An avid human rights activist, Kim Plewes is living proof that being young is powerful. 

Passionate about child labour and the plight of children around the world, Kim started her advocacy work at the age of 12, almost single-handedly collecting over 6,000 signatures on her first petition and presenting it to the Canadian Parliament. Shortly after Kim began working with Free The Children—then a new organization—and was instrumental in implementing a vast array of new projects and programs. Some of her accomplishments to date are the initiation and facilitation of the Life in Action program, in partnership with the Dr. Robert C. and Veronica Atkins Foundation. She also assisted with the development of Free The Children’s first US-based office in California. 

No stranger to personal suffering and loss, Kim dealt with hardships at an early age, including the loss of her father after a seven-year battle with cancer and the sudden loss of her best friend in a car accident. She demonstrates how to truly live a meaningful life by remaining open and giving of herself to others. 

Drawing on her international volunteer experience, Kim uses her powerful gift of storytelling to honour the many people she has encountered: youth living on the streets in Haiti, children who have never attended school in Kenya and young people who live and work in garbage dumps in Jamaica and Nicaragua. 

Please join me in welcoming to the stage, Kim Plewes!
