SAMPLE INTRODUCTION

The introduction below was given at CoBank in 2003. The RED area at the bottom indicates modifications made to accommodate that engagement. Companies/organizations to which Alan speaks recognize the names of other like-companies for whom he has previously spoken. This introduction is a very specific example of industries recognized within a farm-related and farm banking community.

At the end of the 20th century many magazines published best-of-the-century lists of one kind or another. Time named Albert Einstein the Person of the Century, while others published lists of the best athletes, writers, political leaders, movies, etc. 

In that spirit, the definitive journal for the meetings and trade show industry ran a cover article identifying the "Top 20 American Speakers of the 20th Century." The list included Ronald Reagan, FDR, JFK, Helen Keller, Billy Graham and Dr. Martin Luther King.  Your next speaker  … (pause)…  was not on that list. (  . . . (pause for laugh)  . . . 

But, … (pause for effect and attention) . . . he was on a list that might be more relevant to us. … The same article also identified the “Top 21 Speakers for the 21st Century” and his name was prominently on that list. 


Alan pa-REESE speaks throughout North America, Europe and in Asia to organizations challenged by changing times. His clients have included the American Soybean Association, the National Corn Growers Association, the Kansas Livestock Association, Farmland, Quality Chek'd, Dupont, Agrium, ADM, Farm Family Life, a number of banks within the Farm Credit System, Wells Fargo, IBM, Merrill Lynch and even the United States Secret Service. 


Here to share ideas with us is Alan pa-REESE.  … Alan
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