
LARRY FINNSON

Through hard work, enthusiasm and imagination, Larry Finnson turns simple ideas into multi-million dollar businesses. 

A true entrepreneur, Finnson has no formal business training, but learned his trade on the job. His first business venture was as the co-founder of Chris and Larry’s Clodhoppers, which he developed with high school friend Chris Emery, based on Emery’s grandmother’s candy recipe.  

Under Finnson’s direction, Clodhoppers took on the giants in the candy industry, but with a different approach. Rather than competing side by side with the Nestles and Hersheys of the world, Clodhoppers aimed to reach its customers through new distribution channels such as video rental stores and on commercial airlines. Instead of pretzels, Clodhoppers are given out on many flights with West Jet and Air Canada.  

The efforts paid off, and as the popularity of Clodhoppers grew, the highly addictive candy soon found its way onto the shelves in major retailers such as WalMart, Zellers, Save-On-Foods, Shoppers Drug Mart, Costco, Safeway, IGA and The Bay. In just five years, revenues grew from $50,000 in 1996 to $4 million in 2001. Finnson and Emery sold Clodhoppers to Brookside Foods in 2006.

But Finnson wasn’t satisfied to rest on his laurels and soon had his eye on the next great business idea.  Again, finding ideas close to home, he capitalized on his family heritage and sought out a partnership with Icelandic Glacial Water, an ultra-pure bottled water product from Iceland.   

Highlighting the fact that he is 100 per cent Icelandic, Finnson convinced the producer to sign him as the exclusive distributor of the water in Canada. He founded the 24K Water Company in January 2006 and since then, has successfully promoted Icelandic Glacial as a premier bottled water product poised to take on the likes of Evian. Thanks to Finnson’s efforts, Icelandic Glacial can now be purchased at Shoppers Drug Mart, Sobey’s and WalMart, with more major retailers in the works.

Not surprisingly, awards and accolades have followed. With partner Emery, Finnson was nominated for the Ernst and Young Entrepreneur of the Year Award in 2004. Clodhoppers won the Western Canada Entrepreneur Best New Food Product Award and Icelandic Glacial was recently named as Editor’s Pick for Best New Product by Progressive Grocer Magazine.

Finnson is currently involved with 24kmobileTV which is a multimedia advertising vehicle that features scrolling, illuminated billboards.  He has managed to build his success by staying true to his roots. He lives in Stonewall, Manitoba - the province he grew up in - and unwinds from the hectic business world by coaching kids’ hockey. 
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