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The National Speakers Association (NSA) is an organization dedicated to advancing the standards of excellence in the speaking profession.  Each year, NSA awards the Council of Peers Award of Excellence (CPAE) to honor members who have reached the highest levels of the speaking profession.  The award is given to a speaker not only for his or her demonstrated skills, but also because he or she promotes an idea, a concept or a belief to help others.

Derived from the Latin, Coninuare Professus Articulatus Excelere, a CPAE after a speaker’s name indicates the speaker has been evaluated by peers and judged to be one of the best.

A CSP is earned by doing; a CPAE is voted by peers.  If you look at their credentials, the CPAE are the top people of our profession.  

Nominees are evaluated using seven criteria:


Material


Style


Experience


Delivery


Image


Professionalism


Communication

Currently 151 men and women have been inducted into the CPAE Speaker Hall of Fame.  Less than 1% of all professional speakers hold both the CSP and CPAE designations.  Some of the CPAE recipients include:  Ronald Reagan, Og Mandino, Zig Ziglar, Art Linkletter, Ken Blanchard Ph.D., Norman Vincent Peale and Eileen McDargh.
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The Certified Speaking Professional (CSP) is a designation established by the National Speakers Association (NSA) to recognize those individuals who have demonstrated commitment to the speaking professional through proven speaking experience.

In 1979, the NSA established a certification program to recognize members who have distinguished themselves among their peers.  The CSP signifies that a member is a proficient speaker with a great deal of speaking experience.  Those awarded the CSP complete a comprehensive application process and meet the stringent criteria as set out below by NSA:

· Been a member of NSA for three consecutive years prior to applying and subscribe to its code of professional ethics.

· Five continuous years in the market as a professional speaker.

· At least 250 presentations to audiences of 15 or more participants.

· A minimum of 100 clients served. 

· Meet a minimum annual average speaking income. 

· A minimum of 20 testimonial letters. 

· Professional promotional materials. 

· Client performance evaluations.

· Professional business management standards.

· Data maintenance and record keeping. 


CSP’s are selected once a year by NSA’s CSP Screening Committee, which presents a list of the qualified applicants to the NSA Board of Directors for final approval.  Currently, less than 7% of the speakers who belong to the International Federation for Professional Speakers hold this professional designation.

