
DR. IZZELDIN ABUELAISH

Dr. Izzeldin Abuelaish, MD, MPH is a Palestinian medical doctor born and raised in the Jabalia refugee camp.  He is a passionate and eloquent proponent of peace between Palestinians and Israelis. He received his elementary, preparatory and secondary education in the refugee camp schools. He received a scholarship to study medicine in Cairo, Egypt and then a diploma in Obstetrics and Gynecology from the Institute of Obstetrics and Gynecology University of London.

From 1997-2002 Abuelaish completed a residency in OB/Gyn at the Soroka University Hospital in Beer Sheva Israel followed by a subspecialty in fetal medicine in Italy and Belgium; then a Masters in Public Health (Health Policy and Management) from Harvard University.

Before his three daughters were killed in January 2009 during the Israeli incursion into Gaza, Dr. Abuelaish worked as a researcher at the Gertner Institute at the Sheba Hospital in Tel Aviv.

Dr Abuelaish has been an important figure in the Israeli-Palestinian relations for years, working in Israeli hospitals, treating Israeli and Palestinian patients and fully believes that health is an engine for the journey to peace.

This horrific tragedy did not harden Abuelaish’s heart; neither did it weaken his resolve to act for humanity. He continues to live up the description bestowed upon him by an Israeli colleague, as a magical, secret bridge between Israelis and Palestinians.

Dr. Abuelaish currently is Associate Professor of Medicine at the Dalla Lana School of Public Health; University Of Toronto. 


He is the author of the 2010 critically acclaimed book:  I Shall Not Hate: A Gaza Doctor's Journey, an account of a Gazan life in all its struggle and pain and a calling for the people of the Middle East to start talking to each other.

Dr. Abuelaish is establishing his foundation, Daughters for Life, in memory of his daughters, to provide education and health access to women and girls in Gaza and the Middle East to support their leadership development. 

Dr. Abuelaish has been invited to give speeches in The European Parliament, Belgian Parliament, House of Commons, the American Congress, State Department, and Forum 2000 in Prague, among others, in addition to giving speeches all over the world in academic institutions, universities and organizations in Canada, USA and Europe.

2011 brought great accomplishments and recognition for Dr. Abuelaish. He received the Lombardy Region Prize for Peace 2011, which promotes a culture of peace and solidarity and is attributed to those entities, individuals or public or private that has made​ peace actions or testimony promoting solidarity initiatives for development cooperation. He was also selected among the Top 500 Most Influential Muslims in the World by The Royal Islamic Strategic Studies Center. 
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