
  

NANCY GREENE RAINE

Nancy Greene Raine is one of the best-known names in Canadian skiing. In 1999, The Canadian Press and Broadcast News Association voted Nancy Greene Raine Female Athlete of the Century. Nancy has also been instrumental in the development of Whistler/Blackcomb as an award-winning international ski resort destination. Her success at the 1968 Winter Olympics in Grenoble, France, made a lasting impression on Canadians, skiers and non-skiers alike, and Nancy has stayed in the public eye ever since.

Nancy began ski racing in local high school races at about the same time that Lucille Wheeler became the first Canadian skier to win an Olympic medal, a bronze in Downhill at the Cortina Olympics. Lucile, from Ste. Jovite, Quebec, went on to win two gold medals at the World Championships in 1958. That same year Nancy won her first trophy, placing second to her sister Elizabeth in the Canadian Junior Championships.

Two years later Nancy made the Canadian team for the 1960 Squaw Valley Olympics and had the good fortune to be rooming with Anne Heggtveit from Ottawa when she won the gold medal in the slalom. From that point on, Nancy was determined to win a gold medal in the Olympics.

Nancy's career coincided with rapid changes in skiing, both in ski equipment (she started with leather lace up boots and wood skis and retired with plastic boots and fiberglass skis) and in the organization of ski racing. She saw the beginning of a true National Ski Team program in Canada and in the introduction of the World Cup. Nancy raced all over North America, Europe and in South America and competed for Canada in the World Championships in Chamonix, France and Portillo, Chile, and in three Olympics: Squaw Valley, Innsbruck and Grenoble.

During Nancy's nine-year racing career, she won three U.S. Championship titles and nine Canadian titles. The introduction of the World Cup in 1967 coincided with Nancy's arrival as one of the top ranked skiers in the world. She narrowly won the 1967 overall title with a victory by 7/100th of a second in the last race of the year, defeating the strong French ski team who had dominated the World Championships the previous summer.

As the '68 Olympics approached, Nancy was a favourite to win in all three ski events, but an injury just a month before the Games put her chances in jeopardy. A disappointing tenth place in the opening downhill seemed to indicate that Nancy was not in form, but expectations rose with her silver medal performance in the slalom the next day. Nancy did not let her fans down, she attacked the giant slalom with everything she had, and crossed the line with the gold medal. Her victory, by an incredible 2.68 seconds is still considered one of the most decisive wins in modern Olympic history.

Following the Olympics, Nancy put together a string of victories in all three events and easily won her second overall World Cup title. In two years of World Cup racing, she had a total of 13 victories, still one of the top averages today. Having reached her goals, Nancy retired from amateur racing at the age of 24 and embarked on a successful promotional career.

For the next few years, Nancy's busy schedule took her all across Canada, and her face became familiar on Mars Bars and Pontiac commercials on television. She served on Prime Minister Trudeau's "Task Force on Sport" set up in the summer of 1968, and she continued to assist the Canadian Ski Association with fundraising and promotion. This work put her in contact with Al Raine, the new Program Director of Canada’s National Ski Team. They were married in April 1969.  

Nancy and her husband Al have made skiing their life's work. They built a ski cabin in Whistler in 1970 and spent their summers there coaching on the glacier. Both Al and Nancy believe that British Columbia has some of the best mountains and snow in the world, and they worked hard to help Whistler become a major international ski destination. Al was responsible for the planning of Whistler Village and the expansion of both Whistler and Blackcomb mountains in the early '80s. Nancy became the unofficial "Whistler Ambassador" promoting the area to investors, skiers, and the media.  

In 1985, following a two year sabbatical in Europe where Nancy and Al taught skiing as their sons learned French at the local school, the family returned to Whistler and build Nancy Greene’s Olympic Lodge. Their project was the first hotel in Whistler to be built and financed as a hotel and its success is credited as a turning point in the investment climate of the resort.  Nancy and Al sold the hotel in 1988 and it was joined to the neighbouring property, becoming Nancy Greene Lodge. Nancy remained very active in promotions and public relations with the hotel until it was sold again in 1994. The hotel, now re-named Crystal Lodge, is still one of Whistler’s busiest.

Both Nancy and Al remain involved with amateur ski racing, volunteering as race officials and mentoring young athletes. Nancy is the Honorary Chairman of the Nancy Greene Ski League, Canada’s popular grass roots program for alpine skiing. Their son Willy raced with the National Ski Team and competed in the Albertville Olympics, and their other son Charley is an avid snowboarder and back country enthusiast. 

In December 1994, Nancy and Al decided to leave Whistler and turn their energies and talents once again to the development of a new destination ski area, Sun Peaks Resort near Kamloops in the interior of British Columbia. Nancy was appointed Director of Skiing for Sun Peaks where she skis with resort guests on a regular basis. Al and Nancy developed and operate a condominium lodge – Nancy Greene’s Cahilty Lodge – where they make their home. Al is also working on the development of yet another mountain resort near Lillooet, BC, which recently received an Environmental Assessment Certificate from the BC government. In 2004, Nancy received a honorary Doctor of Laws degree from Simon Fraser University.

In December of 2008, Senator Greene was appointed to the Canadian Senate by Prime Minister Stephen Harper. She was also voted as Canada's Female Athlete of the 20th Century. Nancy was most recently honoured when she was one of five Canadian heroes chosen to light the Olympic cauldron during the Opening Ceremonies of the 2010 Winter Games.











