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INTRODUCTION

Ilana Landsberg-Lewis has devoted her career to bettering the lives of women and she is a passionate advocate for human rights. She has captured the imagination of people across Canada and the hope of grandmothers around the world. Landsberg-Lewis is the 2009 YWCA Woman of Distinction for International Development.
In 1993, Landsberg-Lewis made her first foray into international development when she volunteered at the Vienna International Conference on Human Rights, and worked with activists to bring the voices of women survivors of human rights abuses to the attention of delegates. She worked with The United Nations Development Fund for Women (UNIFEM), and was an advisor on the Convention on the Elimination of all forms of Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW) to advance the human rights of women internationally, and to strengthen the United Nations support for CEDAW. As the women’s rights program officer at UNIFEM, she travelled the world working with grassroots women’s groups to address issues such as female genital mutilation, gender-based violence and all forms of discrimination against women. 
In 2003, Landsberg-Lewis co-founded the Stephen Lewis Foundation with her father, Stephen Lewis.  Since that time, the Foundation has disbursed over 50 million dollars to over 300 community based organizations in 15 countries in Africa, working with children orphaned by AIDS, the grandmothers who step in to care for them, women who are at the epicenter of the pandemic, and courageous advocates to turn the tide of AIDS. 
Landsberg-Lewis is the architect behind the groundbreaking Grandmothers to Grandmothers Campaign in support of tens of thousands of African grandmothers struggling to care for AIDS orphans. She brought 100 African grandmothers from villages in 11 countries to Toronto for a three-day Grandmothers’ Gathering at which the African women led workshops and taught the 200 Canadian grandmothers about their challenges and needs. This unprecedented event was featured on the major mainstream news and has developed into a movement in Canada involving over 8,000 grandmothers. 
Ilana lives in Toronto with her partner and two sons.



