
  

DENISE DONLON

Highly regarded as a catalyst, creative leader, and communicator, Denise Donlon is the former executive director of CBC Radio. In 2007, she produced the main stage programming for the inaugural Green living show in Toronto featuring appearances by Vice President Al Gore, Robert F. Kennedy Jr., and David Suzuki.  She also was the event producer of the President Clinton Foundation an event which raised over $21 million for the Clinton Global Initiative in one evening. Her event featured performances by James Taylor, Billy Crystal, Kevin Spacey, and Sarah McLachlan. In addition she co-produced Live 8, the Canadian international concert event featuring Neil Young, Bryan Adams, Dan Ackroyd and more.

From 2000-2004, Denise Donlon headed Sony Music Canada (SMC) as president, directing the company and operations of 300+ employees, delivering an average annual $200 million revenue and overseeing the country’s marketing, sales and promotion of some of the world’s biggest artists, including Celine Dion, Bruce Springsteen, and Leonard Cohen.  As the first global affiliate to establish its own Corporate division, she developed new revenue streams in a drastically evolving musical market. While at the helm, SMC’s profit margin results were consistently benchmarked in the top 5 world wide markets. In 2005, she was appointed to the Board of Directors of CHUM Limited.
Donlon made a name for herself over her 15 years at CityTV and MuchMusic as an iconic key influencer and leader, and the ‘brains behind MuchMusic’. Her roles have included VP MuchMusic & MuchMoreMusic, and Producer of Entertainment Programming, CityTV. She was responsible for profit delivery, programming direction and strategic planning and implementation for the Nation’s Music Station. 

Denise’s role brought us MuchMoreMusic and took it international. She also delivered the ‘Drive for Relevance’ - a wealth of new, signature, award winning programming such as Intimate and Interactive, Too Much For Much, and Take Me To Your Leader. Her overall programming strategy consistently earned MuchMusic audience loyalty and top revenues. It also reinforced a belief system that would last through her career:  make a living and make a contribution to affect social and cultural change in a positive light.

Donlon is a Gemini winner, Member of the Order of Canada, Broadcast Executive of the Year, and Woman of the Year award winner.  In 2006, she earned the Humanitarian Spirit Award from Canadian Music Week for her “seemingly limitless contribution to those in need.” She is also one of the recipients of the prestigious 2009 Canada’s Most Power Women: Top 100 award given by The Women's Executive Network (WXN).
Denise Donlon’s commitment to extraordinary talent and community issues, creates an environment of innovation, celebration and success.   


