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Linda, 
 
How can I begin to thank you for your amazing contribution to the Meeting Professionals International 
Southeast Educational Conference?  As our keynote speaker on Thursday, August 21 your job was to 
engage about 400 participants who braved tropical storm winds and rain to attend the SEC.  You certainly 
went above and beyond my expectations. 
 
You told us that no group had ever made you work so hard to convince us that you were the right speaker 
for our event but you most definitely were.  We wanted content more than inspiration/motivation.  We 
wanted interaction. We wanted fun and energy. We wanted something that people could walk away with 
and say “Wow, I can't wait to go try that.”  We got all of that with you. 
 
Despite computer issues, travel challenges, weather scares and lower than expected attendance, (not to 
mention me changing your time from 90 minutes to 70 minutes the day before - then in the end giving you 
90 minutes at literally the last minute…) you were great.  After the presentation I overheard one attendee 
say that if she got nothing else out of the rest of the conference, your presentation alone was worth the 
horrible trip to get to north Florida. 
 
Thank you so very much for being a bright and sunny part of the otherwise wet and windy MPI SEC.  On 
behalf of the SEC Planning Committee, please accept our gratitude for all that you did to make the 17th 
annual MPI SEC a great success. 
 
I hope we have occasion to work together in the future.  I would not hesitate to recommend you to others 
who are in need of a presenter with your energy, message and enthusiasm. 
 
 

 
 
Kathleen Zwart, CMP 
Education Committee Chair MPI SEC 
 
 


