ALEXANDRE DESPATIE

McDonald's ambassador

Three-time world champion and Olympic medallist

Alexandre Despatie won a silver medal at the 3-metre springboard at the Beijing Olympic Games. Although he was sidelined in the spring for several weeks by a foot injury, which interfered with his preparations, Alexandre is back on track. He trained hard and was more than ready for his third Olympic experience. He has also announced that in the future, he will be focusing on the 3-metre dive (individual and synchronized). Since keeping up with both events was very demanding both for his body and his concentration, Alexandre has decided to focus on his favorite event, the 3-metre dive, which earned him his first Olympic medal in Athens in 2004.

In 2007, Alexandre received an international diver award from the International Swimming Hall of Fame in Fort Lauderdale. He also continued to dominate the national and international diving scenes, earning a silver medal for the 3-metre and 3-metre synchro at the World Aquatics Championships in Melbourne, Australia, and gold for the 3 m, 10-metre and 3-metre synchro at the 2007 Canada Cup. At the Pan American Games, Alexandre won gold in the 3-metre and a pair of bronze medals for the 10-metre and 3-metre synchro.

In 2006, Alexandre took part in the Commonwealth Games in Australia, wining the 1-metre, 3-metre and the 3-metre synchro with Arturo Miranda, as well as a bronze for the 10 m. His performances that year earned him the Maurice award for international male athlete of the year for the third straight year, at the Gala Sports-Québec and personality of the year in the sports and recreation category at the La Presse/Radio-Canada Gala Excellence.

At the FINA World Championships in Montreal in 2005, Alexandre Despatie earned gold medals in both 1-metre and 3-metre springboard, becoming the first diver in history to be world champion at all three diving events. His performance on the 3-metre board was awarded 813.60 points, making him the first diver in the world to score over 800 on the 3-metre board. He became world champion for the 10-metre platform in July 2003 in Barcelona.

His second Olympic experience in Athens earned him a silver medal in the 3-metre springboard, and became the first Canadian in history to win a medal in diving. In Sydney in 2000, he came a surprise fourth in the 10-metre platform event. At 15, he was the youngest member of the Canadian contingent.

After earning a silver medal at the 2001 FINA World Championships in Fukuoka, Japan, he won three gold medals and one bronze at the Pan American Games held in Santo Domingo (Dominican Republic) in August, 2003. 

When he was only 13 years old, Alexandre won the gold medal at the 1998 Commonwealth Games, making him the youngest gold medal winner ever in the history of the Games. This achievement earned Alexandre a spot in the 2000 Guinness Book of World Records.

McDonald's has been proudly supporting Alexandre Despatie's career since 1999. Even if it has been reported that the partnership began when Alexandre said he felt like having a Big Mac after the Commonwealth Games, McDonald's supports Alexandre Despatie for his values and his personality. As Ambassador, he participates actively in promoting the Go Active™ program, which emphasizes a healhty lifestyle and also takes part in various non-profit causes supported by McDonald's, including Ronald McDonald House Charities.

